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SUBJECT: Regent events in Dibaya terxitory (Xasal Central)

Bummary: Conflict between cuatomary chief and State
authorities in a ruzal arxea of Rasai Cantzal escalates with
viglent mazson attacks by youth militia on police and othar
targets, rgsulting in tha darth of at least nine pexsons.
Authozities raact by mounting jeoint militazy-police

_operations to dismmantle the militia, leading to many more
deaths, allagations of serious human zights violations and
arrests of dosens, including childzef, MONUSCO is clcsaly
monitoring the situatien and assessing how to reinforee its
Kananga office. ;

Main Points:
Attaek on Tshimbulu by rcuth'militia led by customary shief

1. On the morning 8 August 2016, roughly 100 young men
and children, reportedly armed with bows and arrows,

"machetes and homemade weaponsd, attacked Tghimbulu, the
second largest town in Kasal Central province. Nine pecpla
were killed, ineluding five police cfficers and three

& 1.
RECEIVED

. | 9

43
Office of MCOS- CODE CABLES |

I




| Received Fax o2/ Aug 2016 10 2pA— — Fax Station o Un  page g R

Msg 313549 SCUL03@un. int CIPHERED 2016-08-27 09:43 002/011
CIPHERED z016~08-27 08:06 D02/011

cox @&, 2

Msg 26649B SCUL04@un . int

2
atrackers, and an unknown number were wounded.

2, HMoat of the sites targetmd in these vicleat srczon
attacxs wers symbols of local State authority: the
Independent Natilonal Zlsctoral Commisalien (INEC) office:
the police atation; tha Prossgutor’s Office of the Tribunal
‘de Grande Inatance) and the homas of tha town mayo£ and
local pollce commender, Most of the 30 PNC officers and
many residente fled the attack. Yome reports indicate
militia subsequantly attacked the police station in nearby
‘Bonkonde.

3. The gttacks appear to have been directed by a lecal
customary chief, Jean-Pilsrre Pandl Ntumbad, & native of ths
groupement of Kamuina Nsapu Iin the territory of Dibaya,
‘about 60 kilometers from Tshimbulu.

Customacy authority versus state zuthozity

4. Pandi Ntumba, &n ethnic Lulua, i{s reported to have
worked in South Africa until returning home in 2018 arfter
the death of his father, to inherit his position as tha
local chiaf, Government officials prevented Aim from fully
exercisang his customary authority, allegedly because he
declinad te slign with the Presidential Majority. Basad on
“reccrded apeechas, Ntumbe had & vision of & “purs”
customary power fzee from control py the authoritiaes.

5., Ntumbk built an zlliance with other local customary
chiefs in Dibaya territory whare Kamulna Nsapu is lecated,
His “movement”, which apparantly provides hia militias
recruits, has mttempted to replace the checkpolnts of the
national police (PNC), the Dirsction générale de la
migration {DGM} and the Agence nationale do rengeignements

{ANR), with checkpoints maintainsd by customezy
authorities, Two weeks befoxs the attacks in Tshimbulu, the
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rafusal by one chilef to ally with Ntumba and accept new
checkpolnts reportedly resulted {n Ntumba ordaring
.residents &{n 2z nearby village to burn down homes 4n Ntenda

groupement.

8. A triggering event for Ntumba's broadar “rebellion” took

face on 3 Apxil 2016, Wnile Ntumba was travelling, local
.sacurity forces conducted & search of his hemg in Kamuina
Nsapu allegadly for weapons, His wife waa reportedly molested
and shrines vandalized, The reportad poisoning of his fabher
has alsc stirred suspicions agalnst local autheritiss,

‘Autherities strike bask, cauvsing moze deaths and displecemsnt

e Neo action was taken by authorities to restore ascurity
in Tehimbulu immediately aftar the attack. Governor Alex
Kends, who 19 zligned to the Presidential Majozity, issued
appeals For calm and mat with 2 delegatlon of %*raditional
avthorities to discuss the situation in Dipaya tergitory.
The delegation publicly condemnad ths attack.

8. On 9 ARugust, Vice Prime Minilster/Intezier Minister
Evariste Boshab, 8 native of -the former province of Kasai
Cceidental, accompanied Dy & dalegation including the DGM
and 2NR, arrived in Kanangz to mest with provincial
Authorities, as did a delegation composed of national
"deputiaa from Kesal Central. In a press interview, one
member of the parliamantary delegation, Claémsnt Xanku
{Mouvemant pour le Renouveau/ oppesition), ecalled on
authoritles to avoid the use of Zorce. MONUSCO was informed
that some deputies spoke by phone on Auguat with Nitumba,
who refused tc leave his grcﬁpsmanr. OGn 11 August, the
President of the Nationel Blliance of Traditional
Authorities of Congo (ANATC), Mwami Mulongo, arrived in
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Kananga, along with two ssnators, to try to nsgotiate

Ntumba'a peacaful surrender.

9. By 10 August, FARDC and PNC, ineluding a rapid
‘incerventicn unit, were dispatched from Kanangs to
Tshimbulu, spurring residents aleng the route to flse.
Clashes between the FARDC and militia menbars were raported
near Tshilkula. By 11 August, the FARDC and police had
‘regained control of Tahimbulu. Residents soon returmed,

10, However, on the evaning of 12 August, Sovarnor Kande.
announcad in a radio broadcast that custcomary chief Pandi
Ntumba had besn killed that same day in Kamuina Nsapu by
‘the FARDC during jeint military-police operations.
Acgording to the BGoverntr, 20 persons died, including 11
police and nine militia. Confidentisl estimatss from
Congola®e NGOs and aecurity fotces indicated as many as 60
killed. On 13 Rugust, Boshab attended a carsmony at the
stadium in Xensnga to hanour‘tha 11 fallen PNC officers,

11. From the Kamuina Msapu groupement, NONUSCO receivad
rgports of police forcing inhabitants to remain in their
‘homes for sevaral days ard allagations of houses burmed
down, summary executions and arbifxary azrests.
Humanitarlan apurces reported 2,000 parsons displaced since
the attack on Tshimbulu, 700 homes burnad and five primary
‘Benotls deatroyed in Dibaya territory. We undarstand 40
militia members wexs arrested, including 26§ minozs, aged
aix to 17,

Cottinlualons:

=2, Kasai Central is parc of tha formexr Kasail Oocidental,
g province long known for high lsvela of community confliet
related to customary authority, access ke land, contasted

bourdaries, inter-communal violance and political




[ Recotved fax . 27 Aua 2010 10PN Fax Station . Un—— Dage b

Msg 319565 SCUl03Run.int CIPHERED 2016-08-27 09:43 005/011
CIPHERED 2016-0B-27 GB:06 005/01L1

o~ :’{_!E}—— ﬁj

Msqg 266498 SCUL048un . ink

5
rivelries, According to soma mources, over 150 community- :
level conflicts have been mapped across the former
province. In the coming pericd of political ungertainty,
the manipulation of a nunber of community eonflicts in
these provinces could spark more incildents,

13, Despite reduced pressnce, MONUSCO will eentinue to
clopely monitor the situation in Keesi Central, including
&g regatds to community conflicts. Ws are alse following up
on the allegations of serious human righte violations, with
particular attentlon te the protection of children’s
¥ights, Planning is undervay to reinforce the Kahanga
office, ingluding through expediting the recrultment of a
head of antenna, deployment of additional human rights and
boasibly other substantive staff and onsuring adequate

miszion support,

(prafted by RAD, Clesrsd by ODSRYG Operations and Rule of Law,)




