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SUBJECT: Comaluaion of & human rights special

invastigatdon inte seriaus allegations of human
rights violations and abuses in Kasai Central

pzovince

Bummary: Preliminary findings of a human xights special
investigation mission deployad from 7 to 17 Novamber 2016
to Kananga a® wall as different villages of the tarritories
©f Dibaya, Demba and Dimbelenge, in Xasai Centzal province
confirm that serxious human rights violations and violations
¢f international humanitarian law wers coammitted over the
period 22 July to 30 Octebar 2016, by members of the
militia Nawmuina Nesapu but also by FARDC soldiers deployad
to eradicate it, including killing of mt lemst 127
eivilians by FARDC soldiaxs and 7 by Kamuina Naapu
nilitinmen .

En?g pointa
1. From 7 to 17 November 2017; as per the recommendations
of & MONUSCO Joint Assesement Mlesion (JAM) deployed to the
affected areas from 12 to 21 October 2016, the UNJHRO
conducted a special investigation nmission to several
locaticna of Kasai Cantral province where reports indicated
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a deterioration of the security situatlon since April 2018,

with the creation s militia affiliated to customary chief
Kamuina Neapu.

2. In August and September 2016, Xamuina Nsapu combatants
reported.y committed serious human rights and internztional
humanitarian law abuses during attacks against the cities
of Tehimbulu (from 8 au 12 August 201§} and Kananga {on 22
' ‘ and 23 September 2016) apd during claeshes with defence and
security forces, leading to thé xilling of many ¢ivilians,
State agents and militie men (imeluding chisf Kamuina Nsapy
himself) as well as other human rightas violations. Reporta
‘ glso mentioned human zights violations by defenca and
‘ securlty forces, particuiarly soldlers of the Forces azmees
de la Republifue democratique du Cengo (FARDS), including
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, incommunicade
detention, and crusl, inhumane or degrading treatmants
aéﬁinst several civiliand suspected of collaborating with
the militia,

3, The special investigation team was deployad from 7 and

‘ 17. November 2016 to Kananga and different villages of the

' carritories of Olbaya, Demba and Dimbelenga, Kegai Central

province, At leaat fifty acurces were interviewed,
holuding victims, members of their families, witnesses,

‘ community lesdezs, representatives of civil sociaty,
medical personnel and local administrative, police,
military and religious apthorities.

4.  The investigetion confirmed that, between 22 July and 3
! ) Goctober 2016, at least 127 people including 19 minezs and 15
woman were a&hat dead by FARDC sold-ars, During the same peri
over 20 people were also wounded, ineluding at least 16 by
bullet, one woman zaped, saverml others arbitrarily arrested
* at legst 48 were victims of vioclatioens to the right tn prepe
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gnd five schools and two health centers were reportedly

rlunderad and looted by FARDC aocldiers in the context of the
iﬁtarvention to dismantle tha anti-Govarnment militia. In on
of the most gerlous attascks, at least 37 people were summari
gnecuted on 30 September 2016 in the villege of Nkoto (Demba
territory) and burled a few days 'later Iin a state of
décomposition in seven mass graves by ths local population,
Reports indicata that FRRDC moldiers deliberately targetsd
civilians suspacted of collaborating with the militia.

5. The findinga also indlcate that at lsast ssven people
werp killed and four others were wounded, éli by azime
bilanche, by combatants of the Xapulha Nzapu militls, In
thelr medus operandi, combatants have mostly targeted and
destroyed Government installatiens, Iincluding at least 14
pélioa stations and six administrative offices in the
tarritories of Dibaya, Demba and Dimbelengs. At leaat eight
churchea, twe gcheols and a health centre were also
reportedly looted, ransacked or bhurged,

g, Given ths number and the gravity of the viclatiens

'regiatered and conaldering that fighting and insscurity

continues to be reported, the Mission will urgeritly share
these findings with the military justics putherities, for
thé prompt deployment of ‘& judicial investigation in the
taﬁmitaries of Dibaya, Dembz and Dimbalenge. It will alac
conduct high level advocacy with the FARDC hisrarchy in
view of putting an end to the viclationa by the FARDC and
to clearly identify the units ipvolved in the latter.
Strict HRDDP compliance will also be ansured by the Mission
in case of raquests for suppert recelvad for security
forces deployed in the August and September operations in

the ares,

[Drefted by Matasooni/Aranaz UNIHRO)




